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Wesley United M ethodist Church
1212 W. Calhoun Macomb, lllinois 61455
Office Phone: (309) 833-2153
E-Mail: office@macombwesl eyumc.com
Web Page: http://www.macombwesleyumc.com
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Thisisaspecial project of the United Methodist Men. We are
invited to make a specia gift today to provide much needed
copies to new persons being deployed in the Middle East and in
the hospitals caring for the wounded.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:
For those who have given their lives for their country and whose graves we have visited this Memoria Day
weekend, that they may rest in God's peace and that their sacrifice may inspire in us who live
a commitment to the ideal s for which they perished, we pray to the Lord.
!

For our veterans, whom we have sent to far countries on our behalf,

and who for us have often endured fear, trauma, and sorrow that no human should have to face, that they may
receive healing of their hearts and a welcome home from their towns, their families, and their churches, we pray
to the Lord.

For our men and women serving under orders this day, especially those who may be in situations of danger or
captivity, that they may beinspired by the ideal of duty, may conduct themselves with honor, may reflect the

noblest love of country, and may receive strength equal to every challenge they face, we pray to the Lord.
!

For families of men and women now on active duty, families of veterans, civilian families who have suffered in
time of war, and especially those families whose tables will always have an empty chair, we pray to the Lord.

!

For our leaders, who have the power to promote peace and justice or to extinguish life itself from our planet,
that any and all decisions relating to the use of armed forces may be preceded by prayer and accompanied by
agony, we pray to the Lord.

’

For ourselves gathered here and for al persons of faith,
that recognizing the expression in works which must result from an experience of faith,
we may be builders of community as well as seekers of salvation,
we may seek outer peace aswell asinner harmony,
and justice for our world as well asfairnessfor ourselves,
to the end that the dwelling of God may be with us, and we shall be God's people,
that the former things pass away and war shall be no more, we pray to the Lord.
I I

, -* # . ! /& (
| vowto thee, my country, all earthly things above, And there's ancther country, I've heard of long ago,
Entire and whole and perfect, the service of my love; Most dear to them that love her, most great to them that know;
The love that asks no question, the love that stands the test, We may not count her armies, we may not see her King;
That lays upon the altar the dearest and the best; Her fortress is a faithful heart, her pride is suffering;
The love that never falters, the love that pays the price, And soul by soul and silently her shining bounds increase,

The love that makes undaunted the final sacrifice. And her ways are ways of gentleness, and all her paths are peace
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Sunday, May 25, 2008
Acolytes. Jessa Coker
AnnaHoon
Ushers
8:30am Gary & Rachel Sutton
Lois Bigham
Beth Shryock
11:00am Mark & Gina
Anderson
David HEIm
Joanne Black
Greeters
8:30am Jerry & Mary
Erlandson
Robert & Aimee
Shouse
11:00am Ken & Joan Cole
Karen Smith
Welcome Center
8:30am Gary & Kay Saunders
11:00am Joan & Don Mapes
Multimedia Tech
Jim Olsen
Sound Tech
Ray Brinker
Children’s Church
Barb Coker

Next Sunday, June 1, 2008

Acolytes. AnnaHoon
Cordell Bentzinger
Ushers

8:30am Debi & Spencer

Conlin
Marilyn Hopper
Jean Waller

11:00 am Zan Harris
Mike, Michelle and
LeAnn Long

Greeters
8:30am Carolyn Grove
Mike & Jane Coplan
11:00am Bob & Sue Anstine
Joe & Marcia
Moulden
Welcome Center
8:30am Chris& Scott Edwards
Multimedia Tech
Jim Olsen
Sound Tech
Tom Ford

Sunday, May 25, 2008

8:30am Wedey Worship
9:45am Coffee Fellowship &
Sunday School
11:00am Wedey Worship
12:00 pm Sunday School
Teacher Mesting
3:00pm Family JAM.
3:15pm Korean UMC Worship
5:00 pm Jr. & Senior High

Monday, May 26, 2008
OFFICE ISCLOSED

Tuesday, May 27, 2008
6:30 pm Education Team
7:00 pm Boy Scouts

Wednesday, May 28, 2008
6:30am Men with aMission
5:45 pm Faith Encounter
7:00 pm Korean Fellowship
7:00 pm Boy Scouts

Thursday, May 29, 2008
4:30 pm Praise Band
7:00 pm Chancel Choir

Friday, May 30, 2008
6:30 am United Methodist Men
— Cookies Diner
1:30 pm Library Committee
3:30 pm Korean Language
School

Saturday, May 31, 2008
6:30am Korean Fellowship
Prayer Group

Sunday, June 1, 2008
8:30am Wedey Worship
9:30am Coffee Fellowship

10:00 am Sunday School

11:00am Wedey Worship
3:15pm Korean UMC Worship
5:00pm Jr. & Sr. High

Personal Prayer Requests
Evelyn Cook and Family; Nan Hall
and Family; Daryl & Lora Sidwell
and Family; Iris Hoke; Thomas Seitz
and Family; Mike Marlow; Rena
Mae Martin; Duce Smith & Family;
Mary Sue Weitzel; Gladys James,
Melanie and Ed; Joseph
Stipanowich; Brownie  Myers;
Aimee & Jm and their children
Nicholas, Emily & Zachary; Stephen
Brauss

Long Term Prayer Requests
Abigail Hassinger; Jenni & Dave;
Julie Meredith; Brett Beam; Nate
Carroll; Jamie Womble;, Mason
McPherson; Maureen; Lisa B.;
Melanie Ddlefeld; Bill Moore; Bill
Black; Tim Dausch; Nataie

Prayer for thosein the Military
Marc Medina; Jessica Purdy; “W”
Hezekiah Hol croft; Anthony
Reynolds; Josh Bell, Jon Cremer,
Neil Fulsang; Lynard Jones, Jeff
Lester, James P.; Lincoln, Clyde
Meredith, Tim & LisaMoore,
Timothy J. Murphy, William “Toby”
Oxtoby, Chaplain Ron Pettigrew,
ChrisVail Raymer, Joel Rodely , Joe
Serrie, Norvel Taitelll, Alexander
Tronvig, Clark Troyer, Chris &
Nicole Willie, Michagl Y east

Prayer for thosein Nursing Homes
Bickford Cottage
Bernie Bucher; Hazel Watson
Country View Care Center
Susan Specht, Martha Vance
TheElms
John Watson; Melissa Bettisworth,
Ruby Hainline, Jackie Murphy,
Viola Sayre, Rubye Vail, Ruth
Walker
Heartland Health Care
Barbara Goodman (Canton), Alice
Grove
Wesley Village
Madge Birkey, Mildred Clark,
Charles Conner, Norman Krong,
Esther Main, Madolyn Redman,
Dorothy Upp, Bertha Vaninwegen,
Gerry Schulenberg



Strength For Service

Evan Hunsberger was 13 when he received his grandfather, Eugene Hunsberger's worn,
underlined copy of Strength for Service to God and Country. Eugene had kept this
pocket-sized hardcover daily devotional from his days as a corpsman serving in the Navy
in World War Il and the Korean conflict. More than one million servicemen also carried
this book with them during this period of war, before it went out of print in the 1950s.

Moved by the stories of comfort it brought his grandfather, Hunsberger decided to
republish Strength for Service as his Eagle Scout project. Today, the book is bringing
strength to a new generation of servicemen and women.

“We will never be finished with this project because a need for these books will always
exist, whether they are for people serving overseas or at home,” said Hunsberger, a
recent graduate of UCLA. “The book is meant for anyone who is in service of others.”

The Birth of Strength for Service

In the days after the 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor, staff members of the Methodist
Publishing House considered ways in which they could serve the thousands of men and
women enlisting in the armed services. They decided to ask church and academic
leaders from many denominations to write one-page devotions specifically geared for
combat troops for each day of the year. The staff titled the book Strength for Service to
God and Country.

The massive publishing project was completed in 1942, and local churches and
individuals purchased books to give to troops as they were deployed to Europe and Asia.
By 1944 the book had been given to approximately 800,000 troops, the largest publishing
effort by the Nashville-based agency to that date.

A Grandfather’'s Legacy

While a typical Eagle project takes about three months, Hunsberger worked tirelessly for
three years to achieve his goal of republishing Strength for Service. He received 30
rejection letters before successfully receiving the book’s copyright release. Hunsberger
gathered new meditations from a diverse group of contemporary spiritual leaders of all
backgrounds to include in the updated edition. He also set out to update the text and
recruited more than 60 people to edit and prepare the devotionals

for reproduction.

What began as an ambitious Eagle Scout project soon grew even larger when the
Pentagon requested a donation of 1 million copies following the September 11 attacks.
Thanks to many contributions and grants, more than 330,000 books have been
distributed to American soldiers stationed around the globe. Strength for Service is run
and supported by the General Commission on United Methodist Men.

Chaplains Grateful for Devotionals

The books are typically requested by military chaplains who then distribute the books to
those who want them. As Major Bill Schneider, a family life chaplain in Vicenza, Italy,
reflected, “I have had the opportunity to utilize the Strength for Service books in past
assignments and realized what a blessing they would be for our troops who will be
deploying later this year. In sharing this resource with other chaplains, they too have
seen its value. Just today | was able to turn over six of our eight cases to one of the units
who will be heading down range. The chaplain was excited to receive them. It is very
important that we provide our soldiers with the tools they need to ensure they remain

spiritually fit during their deployment.”

Each month, thousands of copies of Strength for Service are requested and shipped.
There is a shortage of chaplains, making resources like Strength for Service invaluable to
the soldiers in sustaining their faith in the absence of chaplains. As Chaplain Colonel
Curtis Wells said, “Military personnel are not always able to attend religious services for
various reasons, which make religious literature like this critical to help sustain their faith.
The devotional is ecumenical and is written from different church pastors, college
personnel, denominational staff, administrators, missionaries and so many others
involved in religious pursuits. Our military is made up of a lot of different faith groups and
having readings with varying perspectives is important to them.”

In 2004, copies were distributed to 2,000 members of the 278th National Guard of
Tennessee prior to their departure for Iraq. Upon the guard’s return to Tennessee, Randy
Harris, public affairs director for the Tennessee Military Department, reported that the
book was the only inspirational publication some of these soldiers has access to.

“I have talked with several of them and want to pass on to you what a profound impact
this little book had on them,” said Harris. “It is a true demonstration of God'’s love and
how He works through organizations like United Methodist Men to spread His message of
salvation.”

U.S. Navy Chaplain Dave Glassmire handed the pocket-sized books to troops in Iraq in
2003 while serving as the Marine Air Group 39 Forward Command Chaplain.

“When we chaplains deployed to forward operating bases inside Iraq, we took field kits
loaded with devotional materials and necessary items to conduct divine worship services
for the troops,” said Glassmire. “In Irag, we ministered to Christians, Muslims and Jews,
and the most highly sought after books remained the Bible and Strength for Service. We
could not keep these (the devotionals) in stock.”

While the books are incredibly popular amongst the troops overseas, they also have a
significant impact in the United States.

“When | place a copy of Strength for Service to God and Country in the hands of
wounded soldiers, they are elated beyond measure,” said Captain Vincent Dominique,
chaplain at Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Washington, D.C. “The books continue
to touch more souls every day.”

“The Strength for Service books have been very helpful here at Second Battalion,” said
Chaplain Lieutenant Jason Rochester of the Second Recruit Training Battalion in Paris
Island, S.C. “There are a variety of resources that | hand out to the recruits, but | think
this is the best and most relevant. It really encourages them because it is written with a
military focus. So many of the other resources are great, but don’t address the issues that
we face here. Strength for Service speaks right to the heart of a warrior and hits on the
topics that are at the forefront of our thoughts.”

National Chaplain Center Believes in Book

The National Chaplain Center is currently including information about Strength for
Service in its new Veterans Community Outreach Initiative. This program focuses on
educating community clergy and veterans’ caregivers about the special needs of
veterans when they return home from war. Individuals are given packets of information
that include information about Strength for Service, veterans health services, chaplain



services, veterans benefits and warning signs for combat stress and post traumatic stress
disorder.

“We believe that Strength for Service can positively impact veterans and their families
because of military focus of the book, and we are grateful for its availability,” said Keith
Ethridge, Acting Director of the National Chaplain Center. “We want chaplains, caregivers
and community members to know that resources like Strength for Service are available to
make the transition into every day life easier.”

National Partnerships

Strength for Service has partnered with the Department of Defense’s America Supports
You program, which recognizes citizens’ support for our military men and women and
communicates that support to members of Armed Forces at home and abroad.

“The America Supports You program lets our troops know that America is behind them,”
said Allison Barber, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs. “We are
pleased to have Strength for Service as part of our program and we are grateful for the
support they provide to our military community.”

Other America Supports You organizations have also partnered with Strength for Service
including Operation AC, Adopt-A-Chaplain and United We Serve. Organizations like
these and others have increased awareness about the book and allowed it to get into the
hands of those who need it most. ¢






